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iUA/ Pringle report 
1) 

'l'hanl~ YOU for sending me this. Do you have 
any more detailed information on "tlamel/' 
Natur'al Science Res. Council Sweden W and 
his genetic experiments? Without some njuan- 
titativb data it is difiicult to evaluate tht 
assertion that the genetic effects actually 
described are in fact insignificant. 

'2) Have you calculated the impact of NTA 
discharge on nitrate contamination of 
surface waters? Besides the possibility of 
new kinds of eutrophication , I need merely 
mention the concerns that have been expressed 
by Commoner and by tipstein. 

Mr. Johnson’s speech (I have gotten the 
‘actual text) included a further cautionary 

remark that was overlooked by the reporter 
for C&&l* 

Sincerely, 

P-4 

ger factor in DM’V piping thnr; is I’VE. 
This fact, along lvith the as-yet un- 
decided battle for the water main and 
sewage line markets now dominated 
by polyethylene and styrene rubber 
(among plastics), is causing Good- 

rich and others to keep their hands 
in both hI3S and PVC. 

DETERGENTS: 

NTA Is Best 
.In the continuing search for sulxti- 
tutes builders in deter- 

according to Charles C. JO~IIISOII 
aclministrntol of IIC\\“S Cl,\ ,,T:: 4 . 1 ,’ 
mental IIcalth Ser\$ce. Speaking at 
the 43rd :~nnunl convention of the 
Soap and Detergent Associ;ltion (SDA) 
in New York City, 311.. Jolunson said 
that NTA is ‘iO!C degradnl& by bio- 
logical sewage treatment. Animal es- 
perimcnts lrave rcvcalcd no genetic 
effects, 11c added, and no evitlcnce 
of acute toxicity from NTA. w 

Phosphate builders which have” ” *, 
Ijecn branded by environmcl~talists as 
major poliutallts, are detcrgent-cn- 
Iinncing ingredients. Ammg other 
functions, tlwy soften water, srqucster 
dirt, bulfer, and prevent stain;. 
Spokesmen fol- the cletcrgwt indus- 
try claim that there is no safe, nde- 
qunte substitute for phosphates that 
cm be supplied cconomicnlly. About 
2 billion pounds of phosphate In~iltlers 
are consumed per year. NTA produc- 
tion capacities total about 100 mil- 
lion pounds per year. 

Industry spokesmen also maintain 
that phosphorus is only one of some 
15 to 20 nutrients that can cause 
eutrophication (overfertilization of 
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consu~~ptiol~ of the OS~~CII). 

J3ut government agencies conti 
to apply pressure for the elimilla 
of phosphates in detergents Lee; 
these are the most readily controlb 
nutrients. One suggestion from C 
ernment is that plwsphatc con 
should be a111~0u11ccd 011 pm 
labels, allowing housc!vi\.cs a ~11~ 
between polluting and not pollutl 
Iiiduslry spokesmen feel that 1101 
\vivcs \vill opt for cheap clear 
power, \Vllicli rcbc1uire.s pllosplklks. 

XZr. JOIUWI~~ says that govcm~n 
ngcncics are also looking closcl!~ 
respiratory and dcrni:itologic:1l pl 
Icms associatc~cl \\.itl: the enq.~ncs 

sonw dctrrg:cl~t foi.ii~ulntiolls. Tll 
is increasing coi~cci~~ for mdm-s 1 
have incrirrcd ailments from d: 
fumes, chrniic:lls. and noise. Ant1 
Arlministrntioll-l~~~c~~d hill concc’ 
ing gencrnl 0ccripnlion:ll henltl~ E 
safety is now hhre Congress. 

Eliznhh Ilanford, erccutivc 
rector of tile President’s Coinmil 
011 C011su1ncr Inkwsts, says that 1 
office has rcccivcd n ilunllwr of co 
plaints about dctergcnts, inclrxtl: 
clninis that \\xshing machine liilii 
peeled after use of clrzyme deterget 

General Electric’s Dr. Leo Lc 
told the SDh convention au&cl 
tlmt enz~xx5 in dclcrqcnts hn\~ 1 
ccssitated additional rescnrch 
laundry npplialwes. The material 
quiriilg the most careful scrutiny, I 
Loeb s;i\x, is the porcc!nin CII;LII 
fiuisli inside tlic typical w&m. 

The quiet rwolution going on 
the .fibcr makeup of the typical ho1 
wash load-slllthetics are displnci 
cotton-will force innovations in dct, 
gent formulations, too, Dr. Lo 
predicts. Laundry hardware a 
detergent products have been tull 
over the years for washing cotton. 
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